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Allegro Rainbow has cre-
ated a novel way of teaching
kids (and adults) how to play
the piano. With “Piano Wiz-
ard Premier,” kids learn how
to play the piano by playing a
video game on the computer
using an attached keyboard
as the controller.

The “Piano Wizard”
approach 1s very différent
from traditional music pro-
grams, which usually start
by teaching kids how to read
music. In this game, kids play
music first and then learn
musical notation.

You start by hooking the
included digital piano key-
board to your computer, using
a USB port. Next, youselecta
song from the 200 offered.
When the song starts, game
characters glide up from
the bottom of the computer
screen into a “target zone,”
which looks like a virtual |
keyboard with colored keys.
When a character passes over '
a colored key on the screen’s
virtual keyboard, you push
the corresponding colored
key on your keyboard. If your
timing is right, you hear a
tone and earn points.

The software breaks down
the learning process into four
steps. The first is the one
described above, where you
match moving characters to
colored keys.lmstm;ﬂ the
virtual keyboard is moved
to the left sxdg of the screen
waystoreachihe_ _'
tual keyboard. In the thn'd
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